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REPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1899. 



REPORT OF THE OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 

SUBMITTED TO THE TRUSTEES JANUARY 10, 1900. 

To the Board of Trustees of the Missouri Botanical Garden: 

We herewith present financial results of the year ending 
Dec. 31, 1899. We are glad to report a considerable gain 
in rentals, the excess being $2,881.13 over the previous 
year, the increase being largely the result of vacancies 
filled and continued occupancy in the smaller buildings in 
the business district. 

Much of the revenue property of the Trust is located in 
the section near the river between Washington Avenue and 
Market Street, which at one time was the most valuable in 
the city, but the revenue from this property has been 
steadily declining for many years until the present rental is 
about one fourth of what it brought when purchased by 
Mr. Shaw, but even at that figure yields a fair percentage 
upon present values, and we think rentals in that locality 
have reached their lowest point. Recently we have leased 
several buildings for terms longer than one year at the old 
rental, which would have been impossible several years ago. 

The property that is owned by the Trust located west of 
Fourth Street in the business district is enhancing in value, 
and after the expiration of the present leases an increased 
rental is anticipated. 

We are unfortunately the possessors of many old and di- 
lapidated buildings which demand considerable expenditure 

(?) 
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to keep them in rentable condition, but they are nearly all 
occupied by desirable tenants. 

We are at last able to report that the Supreme Court of 
the State of Missouri has favorably granted the application 
of the Trustees made in October, 1897, for power to dispose 
of certain properties, and the decree was entered June 30th 
authorizing the Trustees to sell two tracts of land, known as 
Nos. 3 and 4, lying between Grand Avenue and Old Man- 
chester Road and McRee and Flora Avenues embracing 
about 166 acres of valuable residence property which 
should, when improved, sell for at least $1,500,000.00. 

The Trustees, fortunately, by joining with the property 
owners on the south side of Flora Avenue, were enabled to 
improve the property fronting on that street in a very 
handsome manner and are now able to offer for sale that 
tract (No. 3) of 4,400 front feet. It is one of the most 
desirable residence sites in the city. This property has been 
advertised for sale and a number of inquiries have been re- 
ceived and it is hoped sales will be made in the early spring. 
As that tract is being disposed of it will undoubtedly be for 
the best interests of the Trust to use the proceeds for the 
improvement of the other and larger tract (No. 4) which will 
contain, when platted, about 35,000 front feet of desirable 
residence property conveniently located. The proceeds of 
this tract (No. 4) will be invested in down-town business 
property or approved securities as directed by the decree 
of the Court, the revenue from which can be used for the 
support of the Garden. 

As will be seen by the following statement the Garden has 
been well provided for, but no new buildings have been 
erected. Bids are now being taken for grading the proposed 
addition to the Garden of about 20 acres which it is antici- 
pated will be in condition for planting in the spring. 
Additions have been made to the already very large library 
and herbarium, and the following sums have been credited 
to the Stock Account, which aggregates $1,576,207.20: — 
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Library $3,017 62 

Herbarium 4,938 50 

$7,956 12 

Mr. Shaw's bequests for banquets, sermon, flower 
show, and the Shaw School of Botany have been carried 
out as provided for in the will, and after supporting the 
Garden and expending such sums as were needed for re- 
pairs, insurance, taxes, etc., all out of the year's income, 
we are enabled to carry forward a surplus for the year of 
$15,146.09. 

RECEIPTS. 

Rents $99,393 41 

Interest and dividends 2,126 65 

Garden pasturage and sales 438 04 

Garden handbook sales 58 00 

Publication sales 13 98 

Insurance of buildings (loss) 52 00 

Opening of streets 3,191 00 $105,273 08 

Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1899 755 07 

Total $106,028 15 

EXPENDITURES. 

Garden Account, 

Labor pay-roll $13,183 88 

Students' pay-roll 1,583 30 

Office assistance « 713 40 

Fuel 1,034 73 

Water 422 00 

Repairs and supplies 1,581 53 

Stable and implements 473 99 

Plants and seeds 816 37 $19,809 20 

Herbarium Account, 

Office assistance and janitor 441 88 

Extra mounting and inserting 142 80 

Fuel 80 18 

Current expenditure and specimens 1,913 21 2,578 07 

Library Account, 

Office assistance 1,167 20 

Fuel 80 18 

Current expenditure and books 1,906 50 3,153 88 

Carried forward $25,541 15 
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Brought forward $25,541 15 

Office Account, 

Salaries $4,570 38 

Fuel 80 29 

Current expenditure 296 25 4,946 92 

Research Account, 

Salaries 788 16 

Drawing of plates 180 00 

Current expenditure 87 68 1,055 84 

Scholarship Account, 

Instruction « 594 50 

Care of lodge 240 00 

Fuel 50 43 

Current expenditure 183 56 1,068 49 

Total current Garden expenses $32,612 40 

Garden Improvement Account 535 50 

Total on Garden $33,147 90 

Publication Account, 

Annual volume 2,257 66 2,257 66 

Property Expenses, 

State, school and city tax 24,460 42 

Streets, sidewalks and sewers 4,445 61 

Insurance 4,922 64 

Repairs 5,835 34 

New improvements 500 00 40,164 01 

Office Expenses, 

Salaries 3,600 00 

Rent of office 780 00 

Printing, postage, telephone and advertising. 613 11 4,993 11 

Bequests, 

Flower Show 480 00 

Flower Sermon 200 00 

Trustees' Banquet 900 60 

Gardeners' Banquet 362 35 

Washington University 800 76 2,743 71 

Sundries, 

Legal expense 7,925 21 

Repairs to building, loss by fire 50 00 

Books 100 00 8,075 21 

$91,381 60 

Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1899 14,646 55 

$106,028 15 
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The books of the Board have been closed after showing 
the operation for the year ending December 31, 1899, and 
the receipts have been disposed of as follows : — 

Rent account $99,393 41 

Interest and dividends 2,126 65 

Garden handbook > . 58 00 

Losses by fire 2 00 $101,580 06 

CONTRA. 

Garden expenses $32,274 36 

Garden improvements 535 50 

Office expenses 4,993 11 

Repairs 5,835 34 

Insurance 4,922 64 

New improvements 500 00 

Washington University 800 76 

Annual Flower Sermon 200 00 

Annual Flower Show 480 00 

Annual Trustees 1 Banquet 900 60 

Annual Gardeners' Banquet 362 35 

Publications 2,243 68 

Legal expenses 7,925 21 

$61,973 55 
Taxes 24,460 42 $86,433 97 

Surplus for the year 15,146 09 

$101,580 06 

Surplus to Dec. 31, 1898 - $90,324 11 

Surplus for 1899 15,146 09 

$105,470 20 



Our surplus on December 31, 1899, accounted for as 
follows : — 

Improvement of Flora and Shaw Avenues $40,823 65 

Bank Certificate of Deposit 50,000 00 

Cash 14,646 55 

$105,470 20 



Kespectfully submitted, 

E. J. Lackland, President. 



Attest : 

A. D. Cunningham, Secretary. 



